
How to Find Us

The Hallmark and European Inn hotels 
are located within 50 metres of Derby 
railway station. Both hotels have their 
own free car parks. The European Inn has 
recently been renamed The Hallmark Inn, 
which could never cause confusion. The 
Hallmark Hotel looks like an old station 
hotel (because it is), and The ex-European Inn 
might have been built last week – see photos 
below. We'll refer to the new hotel as The 
European  throughout to reduce confusion (and 
save changing everything).

Derby is located in the centre of England, not far 
from Birmingham. It is readily accessible by car, 
train, bus and by air.

Car

Use the postcode DE1 2SQ if using some electronic
trickery to find the place.

Quick instructions

From the North, use the M1, A38 and A61.
From the South, use the M1, A50 and A6
From the south-west, use the M42/A42, A453, A50 and A6
From the West, use the A38, or the A50/A6.
From the East, use the A52, or join the M1.

More detailed instructions

In general, you're heading for the station. However, the station has two entrances, and you 
need to get to the right one!

From the North, use the M1, A38 and A61. Follow the A38 towards Derby until you get to 
the first roundabout after you leave the M1 (13 miles), where you take the first exit onto 
the A61. Follow this into Derby (about 2¼ miles), until you get to the major roundabout 
with the A52 on a flyover over the roundabout. Take the last exit off the roundabout 
(signposted City), and stay in the left lane to turn left onto the A601 and then left again 
(both left turns signposted to the station). Then stay in the left hand lane (do not go up 
onto the flyover) and follow the road under the flyover. The station and then the hotel are 
on the left.



From the South-East, use the M1, A50 and A6. Turn off the M1 at J24 onto the A50. At J2 
of the A50, turn onto the A6 towards Derby.

The next bit is easy to get wrong!  Go over one roundabout, and then at the next junction, 
take the sliproad off the A6, and take the first exit at the roundabout. This actually leaves 
you still on the A6 – if you hadn't taken the exit, you'd now be on the A5111!

At the next roundabout, turn right (still remaining on the A6), and follow it into Derby. 
After about 2 miles, after crossing the railway bridge, turn right at the next major junction 
with traffic lights, with the Crown and Cushion on the right hand corner (subtly 
signposted station). Station and Hotel are on the right.

From the South-West, as you're driving up the M5, listen to the traffic reports, and make a 
decision as to whether to use the M42 to J9, A446 (towards Lichfield), A38 (North), or stay 
on the M5, onto the M6 (towards London) to J6 (Spaghetti Junction) onto the A38 (North).

Either way, once on the A38, after about 20 miles of roundabout-free dual-carriageway 
after you leave Birmingham, you get to a roundabout which is approached on a fairly 
sharp right bend. Take the second exit onto the A5111. Follow this over the first major 
junction, and at the second major junction, turn left onto the A5250. After about a mile, at 
the roundabout, turn right onto the A601 (inner Ringroad). Go straight over 1 roundabout, 
and at the second roundabout, turn right onto the A6. Follow this for ¼ mile to the next 
traffic-light controlled junction (with the Crown and Cushion on the left), and turn left 
(signposted station – with the sign cunningly obscured by the traffic lights!). Station and 
Hotel are on the right.

From the West, use the A38, or the A50/A6.

If using the A38, see the directions for approaching from the North or the South-West 
(above). 

If using the A50, turn off at junction 5 onto the A516. Follow for until you merge onto the 
A38, and then follow the directions from the South West.

From the East, use the A52, or join the M1. On the A52, once you have passed the M1 
(Junction 25), follow the A52 for 7 miles, until you get to a roundabout where you meet the 
A61. Take the second exit off the roundabout (signposted City), and stay in the left lane to 
turn left onto the A601 and then left again (both left turns signposted to the station). Then 
stay in the left hand lane (do not go up onto the flyover) and follow the road under the 
flyover. The station and then the hotel are on the left.

If you find yourself at the railway station, but with a view of Derby College and the 
former roundhouse, you are in Pride Park, and on the wrong side of the railway line. You 
should turn around, turn left at the first roundabout that you meet, left at the next set of 
lights, up to the next roundabout, and left again. Follow London Road out of town until 
you get to the Crown and Cushion junction referred to above, and left into Midland Road.



The Hallmark's car park entrance is on Nelson Street, reached via a Right turn into 
Carrington Street from Midland Road. For The European's Car Park carry on along 
Midland and the way in is beside the hotel.

Below is a plan of the area around the hotels, showing the car park entrances and train 
station.

It is preferred that people use the correct car parks for their respective hotels, although 
they are free to use the other, if one fills up. They are not strongly policed, the dire 
warnings being largely directed at commuters who might use the spaces when getting a 
train.

Train

Derby is served by two trains an hour from London St. Pancras International, with 
connections to Eurostar. Journey time is about 1h45m, courtesy of East Midlands trains.

CrossCountry runs an hourly service from Bournemouth/Southampton via Oxford and 
Birmingham, and another hourly service from Plymouth via Bristol and Birmingham. 
These services run, in the opposite direction, from Edinburgh and Newcastle, one via 
Leeds and the other via Doncaster.

There are also regional connections to Crewe (hourly direct service), the north-west (via 
Crewe or Manchester and Sheffield), the East (via Leicester or Nottingham), and 
Newport/Cardiff.

The Hallmark Hotel is about 50 Yards from the train station main exit, doesn't involve 
crossing the road and a taxi ride should get you there in under 30 minutes. The European 
is about 200 yards away along Midland Road – walk between the Hallmark and Aston 
Court Hotels towards the Royal Mail building.

Coach
Derby is on the National Express coach network. The coach stop is at the bus station, 
which is about a mile from the hotels.

Plane
East Midlands: a regular bus service runs to Derby railway station and the city centre 
from East Midlands airport. It takes about 25 minutes.

Birmingham International: Regular trains run to Birmingham New Street, from where 
there are 3-4 trains per hour to Derby. Journey time is about 1h 15m.

London Luton: Luton Airport Parkway railway station is serviced by a free shuttle bus 
from the airport. One change of train is required for Derby (usually Leicester). Journey 
time is about 1h 30m.



Leeds/Bradford: There is a bus service to Leeds Train Station every 30 minutes during the 
day (60 minute intervals in the evening) where you can get a train to Derby. The total 
journey time is between 120 and 150 minutes.

London Stansted: Take a direct train to Leicester, change for Derby at Leicester. Journey 
time is about 2h.

Manchester: Take the train from the airport to Sheffield, and change for Derby. Journey 
time is about 2h.

London Heathrow: Take the RailAir bus to Reading. From there, there is a direct train to 
Derby. The RailAir bus runs every 30 minutes, the train from Reading to Derby runs every 
hour. Journey time is 3½ to 4 hours. Note that you should buy one return rail ticket to 
cover your complete journey from Heathrow to Derby. Alternatively you can go via 
London, but this is more expensive and less convenient!

London Gatwick: Take a direct train from Gatwick to London St Pancras, and then from 
there to Derby. Trains are every 30 minutes, and travel time is a little under 3 hours.

These are the most convenient airports for Derby. Clearly it is possible to travel into a 
number of other regional airports, but the connection times start to become excessive.
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The Hotels

The Hallmark Hotel (left) is a four star ‘boutique’ hotel, with free parking. It is where 
MidCon and EuroDipcon take place.

The European Inn (right) is situated just along the road from the Hallmark, and is in the 
style of a Holiday Inn Express. Convention accommodation there is a little cheaper than 
the Hallmark, but the standard of the rooms is not as high, although perfectly acceptable 
for convention delegates.

Details of the accommodation rates are provided on the MidCon website, along with 
booking forms. http://harrington.fireflyinternet.co.uk/default.htm. 

There is a EuroDipCon version of the booking form at: 
http://www.ukf2fdip.org/Downloads/EuroDipCon11-flyer.pdf


